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Field Crops Newsletter:

June 14, 2002

In General:
I will take advantage of this to tell you folks that I plan to be around a while yet. We Extension Agents have been waiting to
hear what assignment we would get under the new reorganization plan, and we got our “orders” last week. My assignment is to serve as
Agronomic Crops Specialized Agent in a seven county area including Montgomery, Carroll, Attala, Leake, Madison, Rankin, and Scott
Counties. My office will remain at Kosciusko in Attala County.
This new assignment will allow me to concentrate my efforts in the subject area I know best – Field Crops. On the surface, this
may sound like a difficult task, but I consider it a great challenge and an opportunity to serve you better. It’s obvious that more travel will
be required, but somehow we will manage that. I ask you to support this change and give it an honest chance to work. I would also
appreciate your prayers.
As for other subject areas, other qualified agents have been assigned to major segments. You will be hearing from them soon I
am sure. In the meantime, I will continue to try serving all your needs for information. Our goal is that the transition will be as smooth as
possible for all concerned.
The Farm Bill:
Since this is likely the most important single factor facing all of us today I want to stress the need to become familiar with the
new farm bill. Dr. Bill Herndon, who is head of the Ag. Economics Dept. at MSU has announced a series of four meetings that will be
held soon to introduce the new bill to all segments of Mississippi agriculture. The following is information concerning these meetings.

The recent passage of the 2002 Farm Security and Rural Improvement Act (FSRIA) will have profound and dramatic effects on agricultural
producers and related businesses in Mississippi and surrounding states. Mississippi State University, Farm Bureau and Mississippi NRCS are combining
efforts to deliver educational and decision-making information for farmers, ranchers, bankers and others associated with agriculture in Mississippi. This
program reviews major provisions of the 2002 Farm Security and Rural Improvement Act (FSIRA) and will include a workshop to train producers in the
use of computer software tools to aid in evaluating base and yield updating alternatives. Sorry for the short notice, but we just got this today. Meeting
dates are as follows:

June 17, 2002
June 18, 2002
June 19, 2002
June 20, 2002

Tunica Co. Economic Development Bldg. --- Tunica, MS
Delta Research & Extension Center
---- Stoneville, MS
North MS Research & Extension Center ---- Verona, MS (S. of Tupelo on Hwy45)
Central MS Research & Extension Center ---- Raymond, MS

TENTATIVE AGENDA (All meetings will follow similar format.)
9:30 a.m. Welcome Mr. David Waide, President, Mississippi Farm Bureau
9:40 a.m. Introduction/Overview This section will provide an introduction to FSRIA.
10:00 a.m.
Payment Programs and Base Updating
Within the commodity title of FSRIA, payment programs are the most immediate concern to producers. FSRIA includes some major changes to the
system of farm support payments, including the creation of a new system of counter-cyclical payments. Examples using representative farm data will
illustrate how payment programs will operate.
10:40 a.m.
Break
Refreshments
11:00 a.m.
Payment Programs and Base Updating -- continued
FSRIA provides producers the option of updating base acres and yields upon which direct and counter-cyclical payments are made. The decision of
whether or not to update must be made within 180 days of the enactment of the bill. The MSU agricultural economics department, in cooperation with
other universities in the region, has developed computer-based decision aids, which producers can use in determining whether or not base updating will
be advantageous. In this section, the issue of base updating will be discussed in detail.
11:30 a.m.
Conservation Programs
FSRIA funds an 80% increase in spending on conservation programs. This section will provide information about changes in existing conservation
programs such as the CRP, Wetlands Reserve Program, Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program, and others. Changes in the levels of funding and
increases in acreage caps may create new opportunities for farmers to become involved in these programs. Details of the new conservation programs will
be discussed including opportunities for producers to participate in them
12:00
Lunch --- Sponsored by the Mississippi Farm Bureau or ???
1:00 p.m.Base and Yield Updating Decision Aid Demonstration
This section will provide more detail on the downloading and use of the computer decision aid tools developed by the MSU Ag Econ department.
Examples of representative farm base and yield updating will be reviewed and producers may provide individual data for examples, if desired.
2:00 p.m.Concluding Statements

Cotton:

Thank goodness for the optimism provided by the new farm bill because this crop has given us little encouragement. I really
should not say that because there are some good looking fields scattered around. The bulk of the crop however has gotten off to a shaky
start.
Those who ventured out and planted very early were able to get stands established before the extended cool period in the latter
part of May. Those who planted at the time I have always considered “safe” around May 10th were subjected to poor emergence, seedling
disease, and replanting. And now, we are being tested by an early season dry period. It’s been interesting to say the least.
We have also experienced one of the weirdest things I have seen – a heavy infestation of snails. These slimy creatures started
showing up during the cool period in May, and I expected they would disappear when warm weather returned – wrong. When weather
cleared up and got warmer the snails moved in force onto the small struggling cotton plants. In one field near Vaiden I estimated the
population to be something like 750,000 per acre. Many plants had 25 or more snails attached mainly to cotyledon leaves, and there were
thousands more on the ground. The debate is still on about how much damage they really did.
Mr. Bobby Oliver, his son Walt, and I put out a strip test with a dozen different materials, but none of them produced immediate
results. After about a week it seemed that some of the materials were reducing snail numbers, but results are still inconclusive. Needless
to say, we may see these critters again, and we need to be ready for them next time. I believe that we should have treated fields much
sooner, but we could not imagine they would reach such high numbers. We were caught off guard by this new pest, but I do not believe
we will again underestimate their ability to threaten cotton.
Corn:

The corn crop has also had its challenges in the form of sugar cane beetles and corn root worms. Fields which emerged to
excellent stands of from 22,000 to 28,000 were in many cases reduced to as low as 18,000 plants per acre. Cool weather at the wrong
time also set back the corn crop, stressing plants to the point that some fields may have scattered abnormal plants. I also expect that as the
crops approaches maturity we will see further effects of this in the form of stalk rots and abnormal ears. There is really nothing we can do
about this now, but I am fairly certain that yields will be reduced as a direct result of this unusual stress.
Southwestern corn borers are also present in the area, so begin scouting fields and spray as needed. These insects are difficult to
scout. Tear off lower leaf sheaths and look for the white larvae with rows of black spots. Later on as ears fill, look for them in the stems
that hold the ear. Probably the best plan is to be ready to harvest fields as quickly as possible after maturity to reduce the likelihood of
lodging caused by the girdling these pests do.
Soybeans:
This has been the most trouble-free crop this year. Plants emerged well and stood the cool period well with little injury. Snails
were found in beans too, but numbers never reached the levels found in cotton. Weed control looks very good in most soybeans. Insects
have been light, with a few fields having fairly high levels of three corned alfalfa leafhoppers which cause stalks to break over. Some
fields have been treated for these. Scout fields with sweep nets and treat as needed with labeled insecticides.
No-Till:

I did not mention this above, saving it for this section, but some problems were more severe in no-till fields. There is little doubt
that sugar cane beetles were more serious in no-till corn fields, and snails were almost exclusively in no-till cotton fields. This tells me
that we have more to learn about managing no-till crops. This is not a reason to abandon what we have found to be a very efficient way
of growing crops. These problems are almost entirely seen during stand establishment, and are no more serious than problems like
crusting, sand blasting, and erosion that have always challenged us in conventional tillage fields. We just have to learn how to deal with
these different problems. The no-till advantages of cost savings, higher yields, drought resistance, earliness, and higher levels of
beneficial insects more than outweigh these problems.

In Conclusion:
I will end this one here with another encouragement to attend one of the meetings on the farm bill. We still have a potentially
great year, and we need to keep striving to do the best job of farming that we can. I am very optimistic about the future of American
agriculture, especially since our government has laid the groundwork for a new beginning. Sure, there will be problems, as there always
are, but now there is a little more hope. Thanks for your time.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint
Area Agent/Agriculture

